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9th Race of the

FIA European Truck Racing Cup 2002
Place : Jarama (Spain)
Date : 5-6 October 2002
Results : Timed Practices : 4™ Place: Gerd Korber 1:53.533
5™ Place: David Vriecky 1:54.948
Qualification Race : 2" Place: Gerd Korber 17:20.437
3" Place: David Vriecky 17:32.525
Cup Race : 2" Place: Gerd Korber 26:53.158
3" Place: David Vr3ecky 27:07.229
Report :

After excellent results in two last races at the circuit in Most, and especially at
Zolder in Belgium, Gerd Korber moved up to the second place in total, and the entire
Buggyra Racing Team came to the penultimate at Jarama with great ambitions. And
perhaps we expected kind of certainty and conviction that everything will go smoothly
again. But, Harri Luostarinen, Finland, Antonio Albacete, Spain, and Markus Bosiger,
Switzerland, are legitimately leering at the championship title. It was an omen of
hard dogfights for each cup point. Especially, when pilots as Alan Ferté, a
Frenchman, and naturally David Vrsecky as well, who managed to reach podium
placements during this season, are at stake, too. However, their advance to anyone
of leading places in closing standings is now in the sphere of theory, but yet prestige
is prestige and each good place in a race gives pleasure. The only driver, who did not
participate in fights at the circuit being in a close vicinity of the Spain metropolis, was
still wounded Stanislav Matéjovsky. He was replaced by Ludovic Faure, a Frenchy,
who was however ineligible for cup points.

Directly the first free practice, which was held on Saturday morning, hinted
that that favorites have no advantage. Although Gerd had a lead at first, roughly in
the middle of practices, Bosiger overcame his time, and surprisingly, in the last
allowed minute, Faure as well. David firstly familiarized himself with the racing
track, which is - regarding its numerous turns as well as relatively high superelevation
- technically difficult. It seemed that he places fifth, but Luostarinen pushed him
back to the sixth place by his last practice lap. The Finn definitely did not start his
practices to his best of ability, but even worse Albacete fell out with the other
Caterpillar, who came eights on his home ground behind Arlaud, a French outsider.

Before the second free practice, mechanics replaced a differential gear of
Gerd’s truck, which evidently had taken a lot of punishment during his “frills” for
spectators after his win at Zolder. This time, both yellow Tatras of the Deutsche Post
Team dominated the score sheet. Gerd was again third behind Bosiger and Ferté,
despite of Gerd’s efforts to improve, during the entire practice, his time from his very
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first “flying” lap. David detracted four tenths from his first practice time, and so he
rank seventh among ten trucks behind Albacete and Luostarinen.

The third free practice was on the program after the noon-hour, which agreed
with Gerd and was as if it had been best for Gerd. At its beginning, Gerd took the
lead in this practice, and only Faure spoiled his good mood, when only he cut his
time. In the light of results, David’s sixth place between the incumbent cup leader,
Luostarinen, Finland, and home “Cepsa” Albacete could be rightly considered as a
success. The difference of one second between the first and seventh driver witnessed
the closeness of top pilots in truck sports.

The decisive drives took place in the Timed Practice, the so-called crucial hour
of truth, in which pilots can fifteen times ring round the circuit and try to get their
best times. Gerd got into this practice with new injectors injecting the fuel to
cylinders. Mechanics adjusted the front axle setting of David’s vehicle. Standings in
the Timed Practice were changing during this single hour, and roughly 20 minutes
before the end, Gerd and David were third and seventh respectively. In that moment,
the practice was stopped for a quarter of an hour approximately, since it was
necessary to tow away Faure, whose truck had the jammed accelerator pedal, and
because of it Faure hit a crash-barrier before one of dangerous turns, and partially he
also blocked the track. Thereafter, Gerd tried again to improve his time in vain,
however Faure succeeded to get before him to the third position. Immediately before
the end of this practice David got directly behind Gerd to the fifth place. He lagged
behind his more experienced team-mate for only 68 thousandths of second.
Luostarinen had the fastest lap before Bosiger. Certainly, the greatest surprise was
the only seventh place of Antonio Albacete.

Results of the Timed Practice caused certain embarrassment, and faces of
many team members were stigmatized by disappointment. In contrary, David seemed
to be very pleased. Gerd complained that he could not “get familiarized” with the
truck, especially with the engine. After an assessment of all and any data, and after
a short skull session of team’s technical managers, Martin Koloc decided to implement
an interesting solution: “We will swap engines of both vehicles, in addition to running
maintenance!” and mechanics knew at once, what is in store for them in coming few
hours. They found the work easy and on about the midnight both Buggyras’ engines
started again. However, hardly anybody had a hunch how this at first sight rather
psychical operation would reflect in Sunday’s results ...

The first shock came immediately in the morning warm-up, when David was in
the lead after several laps - even in the record time of the entire weekend!!! Gerd
was fourth, but he was much more satisfied, in despite of the fact that mechanics had
to grasp his Byggyra into their hands once again before the qualification race.

The start of the qualification race was postponed, because the differential
gear of Bosiger’s Tatra fell to pieces in the lead-in lap, and the track pavement had to
be cleaned of spilt oil. In this way one of favorites was knocked out of the game and
Luostarinen remained alone in the first row of the starting grid. However, Faure
spoiled Luostarinen’s raid on the bank with points, who crashed into Luostarinen’s
truck shortly after the start, and both sank into the second half of the ruck. So
drivers starting on the fifth to seventh place had a free road ahead. The finish of the
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first lap was reached first by Ferté before David, Albacete, and Gerd, who made his
best to sidetrack from the crack-up after the start. However, Gerd’s intentions were
much higher than that, and in the second lap he overran Albacete, a home pilot on
this circuit, to disfavor of crowded stands. However Gerd had definitely the edge on
Albacete, since Gerd made a sufficient lead before him during two following laps, and
ha began to pursue David. But, David went so well that he even drew close to Ferté,
and his attack upon the first place could be awaited. However in contrary, team’s
tactics commanded to David to slow down, and leave one point more for Gerd, who
was still fighting for his championship title. “It was David, who made the race”, said
Martin Koloc after the end.

Shortly after the cup race start, Ferté established himself as a leader, and in
spite of Gerd’s pursuit he came closely first in the end. Less than four tenths of a
second were between them at the finishing tape. Again, David conducted well, who
came third. During entire 13 laps he made no mistake, of which hard thrusting
Luostarinen could make the account. Approximately three laps before the finish,
Luostarinen realized that he had to get satisfied with his fourth place, and dalsi Utoky
resigned any further attacks. For the first time in cup’s history, both our pilots were
standing on the winners’ podium together. Team’s joy was great in that moment.
“Both of them had done a good job, and Gerd knows well that David fought for him as
well”, said Martin in the pits then.

After nine events, Gerd reduced the lead of Luostarinen, a front runner, to
only three points. Albacete, who came third, is 16 points behind the second place.
So the championship will be presumably decided between these two rivals only. The
final event will held place on the Lausitzring, Germany, less than two weeks from
today.

Last Event of the European Cup:  19-20 October 2002 Lausitz (Germany)
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9. zavod

Evropského poharu tahacli na okruzich 2002

misto : Jarama /Spanélsko/
termin : 5.-6.10.2002

vysledky :  méreny trénink: 4. Gerd Korber 1:55,978
5. David Vrsecky 1:56,046

kvalifikacni zavod: 2. Gerd Korber 15:40,274

3. David Vrsecky 15:40,890

poharovy zavod: 2. Gerd Korber 25:22,789

3. David Vrsecky 25:24,922

report :

Po vybornych vysledcich v poslednich dvou zavodech na mosteckém okruhu a
predevsim v belgickém Zolderu se Gerd Korber posunul na druhé misto pribézného poradi,
a tak cely Buggyra Racing Team prijel k predposlednimu klani do Jaramy s velkymi
ambicemi. A mozna i tak trochu s jistotou a presvédcenim, Ze vie pujde hladce i dal.
Jenze po titulu Sampiona realné posilhavaji i Fin Harri Luostarinen, Spanél Antonio
Albacete a Svycar Markus Bosiger. To samo o sobé davalo predzvést velkych soubojl o
kazdy poharovy bod. Tim spise, Ze ve hre jsou i Francouz Alan Ferté a samozrejmé i David
Vriecky, ktefi se béhem sezony také dokazali prosadit az na stupné vitéz(. Jejich posun
na Celni pozice v zavérecném Uctovani je vsak uz jen v oblasti teorii, ale na druhou stranu
prestiz je prestiz a kazdé dobré umisténi tési. Jedinym, kdo se boju na okruhu pobliz
Spanélské metropole nezucastnil, je stale zranény Stanislav Matéjovsky. Toho opét
nahradil Francouz Ludovic Faure, ovsem bez naroku na body.

Hned prvni volny trénink, ktery se jel v sobotu dopoledne, naznacil, ze to favorité
nebudou mit jednoduché. Gerd sice zpocatku vedl, ale zhruba v poloviné tréninku jeho
Cas prekonal Bosiger a v posledni vymezené minuté docela prekvapivé i Faure. David se
opét predevsim seznamoval s drahou, ktera je vzhledem k cetnym zatackam i pomérné
velkému prevyseni, technicky narocna. Uz se zdalo, Ze skonci na patém misté, ale svym
poslednim prijezdem ho na Sesté odsunul Luostarinen. Fin rozhodné nezacal podle svych
predstav, ale jesté hdre dopadl Abacete s druhym Caterpillarem, ktery na své domaci
pldé skoncil az osmy za outsiderem Arlaudem z Francie.

Pred druhym volnym tréninkem vyménili mechanici na Gerdové auté diferencial,
ktery patrné dostal hodné zabrat pri jeho ,,paradickach pro divaky po vitézstvi v Zolderu.
Tentokrat vévodily vysledkové listiné obé zluté Tatry tymu Deutsche Post. Za Bosigerem a
Fertém byl opét treti Gerd, ktery se ale po cely trénink marné snazil zlepsit svdj cas hned
z prvniho ostrého kola. David ubral ze svého Casu z prvniho tréninku Ctyri desetiny a
zaradil se mezi deseti auty na sedmou pozici za Albaceteho a Luostarinena.
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Treti volny trénink byl na programu po poledni prestavce, ktera jako by nejvice
svédcila Gerdovi. Na zacatku se usadil ve vedeni a radost mu pokazil jen Faure, ktery jako
jediny jeho cas prekonal. Z pohledu vysledkd pak Sesté misto Davida mezi dosavadnim
leadrem soutéZe Finem Luostarinenem a domacim ,,Cepsou“ Albacetem lze pravem
povazovat za Uspéch. UZ také proto, ze o vyrovnanosti elity truckového sportu svédcil
rozdil jedné vteriny mezi prvnim a sedmym jezdcem.

Rozhodujici jizdou dne byl méreny trénink, tzv. hodina pravdy, ve které mohou
jezdci patnactkrat obkrouzit trat a pokusit se o dosazeni co nejlepsiho casu. Gerd
nastoupil do tréninku s novymi injektory, které vstrikuji palivo do valcd. Na Davidové auté
upravili mechanici nastaveni predni napravy. Poradi se béhem tréninku hodné ménilo a
zhruba 20 minut pred koncem byl Gerd na tretim a David na sedmém misté. V té dobé byl
trénink asi na ctvrt hodiny prerusen, protoze bylo nutné odtahnout Faureho, kterému se
zasekl plyn a narazil pred jednou z nebezpecnych zatacek do bariéry a ¢astecné blokoval i
drahu. Gerd se pak opét snazil vylepsit svij Cas, ale to se naopak povedlo Fauremu, ktery
poskoCil na jeho treti pozici. Hned za Gerda se tésné pred koncem vyhoupl na paté misto
David. Za svym zkusenéjsim tymovym kolegou zaostal o pouhych 68 tisicin vteriny.
Nejrychlejsi kolo zajel Luostarinen pred Bosigerem. Urcité nejvétsim prekvapenim bylo az
sedmé misto Antonia Albaceteho.

Vysledky méreného tréninku vyvolaly v tymu urcité rozpaky a na tvarich mnoha
bylo vidét zklamani. Naopak velice spokojené vypadal David. Gerd si stéZoval, Ze se
nemuze ,,szit“ s autem, hlavné s motorem. Po vyhodnoceni vsech dat a po kratké poradé
technického vedeni tymu se Martin Koloc rozhodl pro zajimavé reseni: ,,Prohodime motory
na obou autech, jinak bézna uUdrzba!“ A mechanici hned védéli, co je v nejblizsich
hodinach ¢eka. Prace jim sla od ruky a kolem pllnoci obé Buggyry opét naskoCily. Malokdo
ale tusil, jak se tato na prvni pohled spise psychicka operace odrazi v nedélnich
vysledcich...

Prvni  Sok prisel hned v rannim warm-upu, kdyz se David po nékolika kolech
vyhoupl do Cela - a to jesté s rekordnim Casem celého vikendu! Gerd zajel Ctvrty Cas, byl
ovsem mnohem spokojenéjsi, i kdyZ se mechanici museli do jeho Byggyry pred kvalifikaci
jesté pustit.

Start kvalifikace se opozdil, nebot’ v zavadécim kole se na Bosigerové Tatre rozpadl
diferencial a cekalo se, az bude draha uklizena od vyteklého oleje. Ze hry tak vypadl
jeden z favoritd a Luostarinen z(stal osamocen v prvni radé startovniho rostu. Jeho
spanilé jizdé ale zabranil Faure, ktery do ného kratce po startu naboural a oba se propadli
do druhé poloviny zavodniho pole. Cesta vpred se tak otevrela jezdcum, ktefi vyjizdéli
z patého az sedmého mista. Cilem prvniho kola projel nejdrive Ferté pred Davidem,
Albacetem a Gerdem, ktery musel davat velky pozor, aby se také nezapletl do néjakého
karambolu po startu. Gerd ale myslel mnohem vyse, coz dal domacimu Albacetemu
k nelibosti zaplnénych tribun najevo hned ve druhém kole. Mél ale rozhodné navrch,
nebot’ béhem dalSich dvou okruh( si vypracoval dostatecny naskok a zacal stihat Davida.
Jenze ten jel tak dobre, Ze se dokonce dotahl az tésné na Fertého a dal se ocekavat i jeho
Gtok na prvni pozici. Taktika tymu vsak Davidovi velela naopak zpomalit a nechat o jeden
bod vic Gerdovi, ktery stale bojuje o titul. ,,Byl to ale David, kdo udélal zavod“, rekl po
dojezdu Martin Koloc.
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Kratce po startu poharové jizdy se v Cele usadil Ferté a stihan Gerdem si dojel i pro
tésné vitézstvi. V cili je délily necelé ctyri desetiny vteriny. Skvéle si opét vedl David,
ktery dojel na tretim misté. Po celych 13 kol neudélal chybu, které by mohl vyuzit zle
dotirajici Luostarinen. Ten také asi tfi kola pred cilem pochopil, Ze se bude muset spokojit
se Ctvrtym mistem a dalSi Gtoky vzdal. Poprvé v historii pak oba nasi jezdci vystoupili
spole¢né na stupné vitézd. Radost v tymu byla obrovska. ,,Oba odvedli vynikajici praci a
Gerd moc dobre vi, Ze dneska jel David i pro néj“, nechal se pri odchodu do depa slyset
Martin.

Po deviti zavodech stahl Gerd naskok vedouciho Luostarinena na pouhé tri body.
Treti Albacete jich na druhé misto ztraci 16. O titulu Sampiona se uz patrné bude
rozhodovat jen mezi dvéma rivaly. Zavérecny podnik se jede za necelé dva tydny na
némeckém Lausitzringu.

posledni zavod Evropského pohéru: 19.-20.10.2002 Lausitz /Némecko/
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