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Strong weekend pace rewarded with more points in Mugello 12 Hours for
Buggyra

The second round of the 2023 24H Series campaign proved to be a rollercoaster of emotions for
the Buggyra ZM Racing trio of Aliyyah Koloc, Adam Lacko and David VrSecky, who claimed second
place in the 12 Hours of Mugello.

After taking victory in the opening round of the 24H Series campaign in Abu Dhabi, the trio came into
the Mugello weekend at the top of the drivers’ and teams’ standings, and keen to build on their
impressive start to the year.

Although a 12 Hour race in name, the uniqueness of the Mugello weekend was such that two races
of six hours in length were run on consecutive days, with the aggregate across the two counting
towards the final result.

Despite failing to reach the chequered flag on Sunday, the team was classified runner-up and
collected more valuable points for the championship.

“It was a bit of a hard day today,” said Aliyyah post-race. “It started off well, but in the last 15 minutes
during David’s stint, he said he had a problem with the clutch and had to stop the car and we weren’t
able to pass the chequered flag. So that wasn’t easy, especially as we had a good strategy and were
fighting for the win for the 12 hours. It’s hard to take that we had the problem in the last 15 minutes
of a 12-hour race but at least we know the strategy was the right one.”

Free Practice and Qualifying

Things got off to the perfect start by topping free practice by almost a full second around the 5.245km
circuit. That form continued into the three-part qualifying session, with the #416 Mercedes-AMG GT4
setting the fastest time in both the first and third sessions. The combined average qualifying time
was just over three tenths of a second quicker than the second placed competitors.

BUILD Col
SYNERGY ZN\ gleec.com ndustrial:

(’ AZ Energies UATAKY Al‘t"'()nD SYN ER



Saturday Race (Hours 1-6)

Vrsecky took the start and successfully maintained the lead of the race on the opening lap, even
dicing briefly with faster Cup cars ahead of him early on. Once settled into a good rhythm, the #416
Mercedes kept up its pace but was forced to relinquish the lead after carrying out a precautionary
brake change.

That unplanned time loss dropped the team several laps and down to third place but VrSecky and
team-mates Lacko and Koloc reached the end of the six-hour first part of the race without any further
issues.

Indeed, while luck was not on their side in the opening hour, it most certainly was come the halfway
point of the weekend as both of the cars ahead encountered problems, which left the #416 leading
heading into Sunday second segment.

“Today, there were a lot of mixed emotions, In the beginning things were going really well but we
had to pit unexpectedly because of an issue with the brakes,” explained Aliyyah after the race. “So,
we were behind by a couple of laps, but both cars in front of us also had problems so that brought
us into the lead.”

Sunday Race (Hours 7-12)

Having inherited the lead on the final lap of Saturday’s first part of the race, the #416 should have
started Sunday’s segment from pole position and with a one-lap advantage. However, the team
elected to pull the car out of parc fermé and fitted new tyres.

Like Saturday’s opening salvo, VrSecky started and held a reduced lead over the chasing rival in
second before swapping with Lacko, who drove an incredible stint to restore the team’s one-lap
advantage at the head of the field.

The team had to overcome a number of challenges in the second part of the race, most notably
several Code 60 interruptions which contributed to a somewhat stop-start nature. Aliyyah drove well
during her time in the car and handed over to VrSecky in the closing stages as the team attempted
to chase down the leaders for the class win. Unfortunately, the race ended in disappointment as a
technical issue meant VrSecky had to pull off the circuit 15 minutes from the end, while running in
second place.

Reflecting on the final result, Aliyyah said: “During my stint, there were some good and some bad
moments, there were a lot of Code 60s. | had a bit of a scary moment when | braked and slipped on
some oil, so this was not such a good moment. It was nice sharing the car again with David and Adam

and | am already looking forward to Spa.”
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REPORT

Buggyra veze z Mugella i pres vSechny nastrahy pohar za druhé misto. A
hlavné vagon zkusSenosti

Vikendova dvanactihodinovka v Mugellu dokazala tymu Buggyra ZM Racing, Ze vytrvalostni zavody
mohou byt krasné i zradné zaroven. Posadka Aliyyah Koloc, Adam Lacko a David VrSecky drZela
skvélé tempo a utocila na druhy letosni triumf v ramci seridlu 24H Series. Bohuzel necelych 16
minut pred koncem zavodu prisla technicka zavada Mercedesu-AMG GT4. | tak znamenalo 303
odjetych kol vyborné druhé misto ve tridé GT4.

»Takticky jsme to méli spocitané dobte, protoze vedouci Mercedes jel jeSté tankovat, takze bychom
projeli cilem prvni asi 0 40 sekund. Ale to je "kdyby byly’. Mdme z toho ale ponauéeni, spoustu novych
dojm, dat a zkuSenosti. Z toho se ponaucime a pristé budeme opét bojovat o vitézstvi,” ekl s
odhodlanim Adam Lacko.

Po lednovém triumfu v zdvodé na Sest hodin v Abu Dhabi dorazil tym Buggyra ZM Racing do ltalie s
odhodlanim, ale zaroven s pokorou. Evropskd c¢ast Sampionatu 24H Seiries, kterda v Mugellu
startovala, znamenala totiZz nové vyzvy. Jednou ze zvlastnosti podniku pofadaného promotérskou
organizaci Creventic je rozdéleni dvanactihodinového zdvodu na dvé Sestihodinové ¢asti.

Uz v kvalifikaci trio Koloc, Lacko a VrSecky ukazalo, Ze se s nim musi pocitat. Priimér vSech tfi ¢ast na
rychlé kolo vyslal posadku Mercedesu-AMG na pole position tfidy GT4. Ovsem na zvinéném italském
okruhu to nebyla snadna prace.

»Prakticky vSichni méli néjaka skrtnuta kola za nedodrzZeni limit( traté. Budto jsme si drahu trosicku
zkratili nebo na vyjezdu ze zatdcky prejeli bilou ¢aru. Bylo to na hrané, kdy jsme se zatnutymi zuby
modlili, aby aspon jedno kolo bylo ¢isté,” dal David VrSecky nahlédnout na specifika okruhového
zavodeéni.

UZ prvni hodina sobotniho Sestihodinového souboje pfinesla velké drama. David VrSecky rozjel zavod
skvéle, zajel dokonce nejrychlejsi kolo dne své tfidy, ale zavodni special musel pfedéasné do
box(.“Citil jsem obrovské vibrace auta. Vymeénili jsme brzdy a tim ztratili hodné c¢asu,” vysvétlil
Vrsecky.

Zbytek dne se tak proménil ve snahu minimalizovat ztratu. Ale kouzlo endurance spociva v tom, Ze
kazdou minutu muze pfijit zvrat. Ten se konal v zavéru sobotni ¢asti zdvodu, kdy mél vedouci viz
kategorie GT4 velké technické trable a Buggyra se vratila do vedeni.
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»,Sobota byla pIna roztodivnych emoci. Spousta se toho udalo. Mugello je pro mé nova trat a ja se
jesté porad ucim, jak projet posledni zatacku,” prohodila s Usmévem Aliyyah Koloc.

Nedéle se proménila ve velkou taktickou bitvu. David VrSecky si znovu pfipsal nejrychlejsi kolo dne.
Klicem k dobrému umisténi byla spravné zvolena strategie. Casto byl kv(li havarovanym nebo
porouchanym autlm vyhlasovan ,kéd 60“, ktery ve 24H Series nahrazuje safety car a znamena
omezeni maximalni rychlosti na 60 km/h. To znamenalo sprdvné vybrat dobu zastavky v boxech a
tankovani, které zde probiha mimo depa ve specidlné vyhrazeném prostoru.

Buggyra ZM Racing si pfipravila dobrou strategii, ktera smérovala k triumfu. JenZe se projevila zdsadni
pravda vytrvalostnich zavodl. Reéeno s Voskovcem a Werichem: ,Nikdy nic nikdo nema miti za
definitivni, neb nikdy nikdo nevi, co se mulZe stati.” BohuZel asi ¢tvrthodinu pred koncem to v
Mercedesu-AMG to zachrcelo a VrSecky jej musel chtic nechtic odstavit mimo zavodni drahu.

,Citil jsme néjaké vibrace, snazil jsem se nevytdcet motor a Setfit viz, jak to Slo. Ale pak se ozvala
rana, asi spojka, a zavod jsme ukoncili dfiv, nez jsme chtéli,” popsal VrSecky kriticky moment.

Mirné smisené pocity méla v nedéli odpoledne i Aliyyah Koloc.,Nebyl to jednoduchy zadvod. Méli jsme
velmi dobrou strategii, ztratit zdvod na Sest hodin v poslednich patnacti minutach neni jednoduché.
Ale presvédcili jsme se, Ze dokdaZzeme bojovat s konkurenci. Ja jsem si dnes uZila hodné kodu 60. ZazZila
jsem i désivy okamzik, kdy mi na brzdé ustfelilo auto na olejové skvrné. Ale podafilo se mi to vybrat.
Bylo super znovu se v auté stfidat a Adamem a Davidem a uz se téSim na Spa,” pfipomnéla 18let3
pilotka pFisti zavod evropského Sampionatu 24H Series, ktery se jede v kvétnu na slavné belgické
trati.
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