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Victory and the points lead for Buggyra ZM Racing after challenging 12
Hours of Spa

Buggyra ZM Racing claimed its first 24H GT Series victory of the season as Aliyyah Koloc, Adam
Lacko, and David VrSecky came out on top in dominant fashion in the 12 Hours of Spa-
Francorchamps, winning with a three-lap margin. They are now leading the drivers’ and teams’
championship in the GT4 class by 12 points.

Having been denied victory in the GT4 class due to a late-race retirement in the 12 Hours of Mugello
in March, the trio arrived at the iconic Belgian circuit determined to make amends.

They did so in style, by taking victory in a tricky opening six-hour race on Saturday which was affected
by typically unpredictable Spa weather and then repeating the feat for the second part on Sunday.

The victory moves Koloc, Lacko, and VrSecky to the top of the GT4 drivers’ standings, 12 points clear
of their nearest challengers ahead of the next round of the season at Monza. In the teams’ standings,
Buggyra ZM Racing holds the same margin over the second place at the top of the table.

“It’s only the second race of the season and there is a lot of racing still to go but so far, we are feeling
good,” said Aliyyah Koloc post-weekend. “The weather has been so difficult, it’s been raining on and
off [this weekend], so this caused a lot of issues with knowing which tyres to put on and then driving
in the wet on slicks, but we managed it well.”

Free Practice and Qualifying

Despite competitive times in free practice, the weekend took a turn for the worse in qualifying, which
set the grid for the opening segment of the 12 Hours on Saturday. Rain had come and gone
throughout the day and again played a role in the three-part qualifying. VrSecky was unfortunately
unable to set a lap-time, while Koloc was caught out by a torrential rain shower while on slicks,
meaning the #416 Mercedes-AMG GT4 ended the session at the back of the GT4 grid having set only
two times out of a possible three.

Saturday Race (Hours 1-6)

Vrsecky started the race and made up one place to run sixth in class around the outside of the Les
Combes chicane, but he had to remain vigilant throughout the opening lap. Two cars, one at the first
corner and another at the final turn, spun in front of the #416 car, while a momentary brush with the
gravel trap on the exit of Stavelot also threw up a challenge.
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Nothing, however, could have presented more of a challenge than the changing Spa weather, which
caught out VrSecky as the rain began to hit the track. The experienced team leader brilliantly held
onto the car as it aquaplaned at Eau Rouge, and managed to get the car off the wet grass in order to
continue, before the race was neutralised with a Code 60 period.

Once the race resumed and the field settled into a rhythm, strategy and tactics dictated the
remainder of the race, with the #416 coming out on top.

“The weather conditions were really tricky today, it was raining a lot and then it stopped, so it was a
lot of strategy with the tyres and a lot of teams were going onto wets earlier and a lot sooner, and
some stayed on slicks,” said Aliyyah.

“Adam and David drove really well; | drove the last stint, so | waited all day, so it was really nerve
racking to wait almost five hours to get in the car. The strategy in these long races is really important,
especially in these weather conditions because there were a lot of Code 60s, so refuelling was always
full. It was all about surviving these conditions and not getting a track limits’ penalty which three cars
in front of us did. So, we stayed safe today and we got the first position.”

Sunday Race (Hours 7-12)

After a promising start to the 12 Hours, consistency was the key to Sunday’s race and that is exactly
what the trio managed to achieve to secure victory. Thanks to their halfway stage win, the #416
started from pole position for the second segment and maintained the advantage during the opening
hour.

The predicted rain for Sunday thankfully failed to appear, making strategy far less of a headache than
it had been the day before. Nevertheless, several Code 60 periods affected the race, most notably
during Lacko’s time in the car where no fewer than three occurred in one stint.

Such was the pace of the trio in the Mercedes, that when Lacko brought the car home at the end of
the 12 Hours, the #416 took victory by three laps from the second placed competitors.

“I'm happy we got the win. The strategy and being safe of track limits was the key [to victory],
because there were a lot of penalties, so we had to be safe to stay on track. We learned that hard
lesson in qualifying, so we were extra careful in the race,” said Aliyyah.

The next stop on the 24H GT Series calendar for Koloc, Lacko, VrSecky and the rest of the Buggyra
ZM Racing team is the iconic Monza circuit in Italy, taking place on the weekend of 10-11 June. But
before that, Aliyyah will start her South African rally raid campaign in a T1 with the Sugarbelt 400 on
12-13 May.
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REPORT

Buggyra slavila na slavném Spa-Francorchamps velky triumf!

Rok po debutu v serialu 24h Series tym Buggyra ZM Racing praveé ve Spa-Francorchamps vybojoval
svUlj zatim nejvétsi uspéch ve vytrvalostnich zavodech. Posadka Aliyyah Koloc, Adam Lacko a David
Vrsecky ve dvanactihodinovce ovladla silné obsazenou kategorii GT4, kdyZz za nestdlého pocasi
porazila nejblizsi soupere o cela tfi kola. Buggyra je také v cele priibézného hodnoceni této tfidy v
ramci Sampionatu 24h Series.

»Dnesni vysledek potvrdil spravnost cesty, kterou jsme pred rokem nastoupili. | kdyZ jsme ve svété
endurance vlastné stale novacky, musi s ndmi vSichni ostatni pocitat. Kazdd zkuSenost ve
vytrvalostnich zavodech se pocitd. A kdyzZ je zavrSena vitézstvim, je to jesté lepsi,” uvedl spokojeny
$éf komunikace Buggyry Jan Kalivoda.

Uspéch v zavodé rozdéleném na dva $estihodinové Useky, v ném? se prezentovalo celkem na 50
posadek vsech tfid, je o to cennéjsi, Ze trio Buggyry v sobotu startovalo z chvostu startovniho rostu
kategorie GT4. Na viné byly sporné tratové limity v 17. zatacce, za jejichZ prekroceni prisli hned dva
¢lenové posadky o své nejlepsi ¢asy. Navic Aliyyah Koloc méla smulu a chytla dést.

,Neméli jsme to Stésti, které k motorsportu patfi. Ale nehazime flintu do Zita, protoZe pfi
vytrvalostnich zdvodech neni postaveni na startu Uplné tak dalezité. Pred nami je dvanactihodinovy
zavod, kde se miZe stat spousta véci,” prohlasil Adam Lacko prorocky po patecni kvalifikaci.

Od prvnich kol dvodni sobotni Sestihodinovky jezdci Buggyry dokazovali, Ze maji formu a postupné
se probijeli kuprfedu. Nezabrzdily je ani problémy, které pfineslo povéstné nestdle ardenské pocasi.
»Trochu jsem se bal startu, ale ten probéhl vcelku bez incident(l. Pak zacalo prset, dole v Eau Rouge
doslova padaly trakar. Na slickdch mi to tam trochu ujelo a modlil jsem se, abych nevrazil do svodidel.
Nastésti jsem dobruslil jen do travy. Sice jsme tam néco ztratili, ale hlavni bylo, Ze jsme mohli
pokracovat dal a bojovat,” uvedl David VrSecky.

Nasledujicich pét a pll hodiny se proménilo ve stihacku, kterd byla korunovéna tim, Ze na konci
prvniho dne trinily barvy Buggyry ZM Racing na Spicce vysledkové listiny kategorie GT4. ,,Dvé hodiny
jizdy na mokrych pneumatikach jsem si strasné uzil,“ prohlasil Adam Lacko, jehoZ vykon za desté
byvaly partak z truckd Vrsecky ocenil jako fantastickou jizdu.

V nedéli pfisla porce zbyvajicich Sesti hodin. Buggyre se podafilo skloubit dohromady vSechny esence
nutné pro Uspéch v endurance a v cili mohla slavit velky triumf. Diky konzistentnim vykon(m se navic

trio Aliyyah Koloc, Adam Lacko a David VrSecky ujalo s naskokem 12 bodU pribézného vedeni tridy
GT4 v ramci 24h Series.
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,Cely zavod jsme jeli konzistentné. Vyhnuli jsme se trestim za poruseni tratovy limit(. Tym fungoval
skvéle a méli jsme vybornou strategii. Jsem moc Stastnd, Ze jsme ziskali tak cennou trofej,” prohlasila
teprve 18leta Aliyyah Koloc.

»,Dneska jsme vSichni jeli dvojity stint, takZe jsem za volantem strdvila dvé hodiny. Bylo to super.
Snazila jsme se zajizdét stejné rychlé Casy, coZ se mi dafilo. V zavéru uz byly gumy témér znicené a
méla jsem plnou nadrz, takZe bylo naro¢né vz fidit. Ale podafilo se mi udrZet auto na trati a dojet v
poradku, abych vz mohla predat Adamovi,” dodala.

David VrSecky si pribéZzného vedeni ve tfidé GT4 ceni. ,Je to dobry zacatek, ovsem sezona bude jesté
dlouha. Urcité nemame nos nahoru a nemyslime jen na vitézstvi. Ale po vyhraném vikendu by bylo
fajn zopakovat si Uspéch i v pristim zdvodé v Monze. Bude to pro nds nova trat a udélame vsechno
proto, abychom se i na ni dostali co nejvys,”“ prfipomnél pfisti zdvod, kterym bude cervnova
dvandctihodinovka na dalSim slavném okruhu zndamém z formule 1.
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