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Valuable points at Monza keeps Buggyra ZM Racing atop the 24H Series
standings

Buggyra ZM Racing’s Aliyyah Koloc, David VrSecky and Adam Lacko remain at the top of the 24H
Series GT4 drivers’ standings. Despite some mechanical issues the team finished on the podium of
the 12 Hours of Monza, albeit in a disappointing third place.

The trio endured a troublesome opening segment to the race on Saturday, leaving them with work
to do during the second part. But the team made it to the end to pick up yet more valuable points to
keep them four points clear of their nearest title rivals.

As for Buggyra ZM Racing itself, it retains the joint lead of the Teams’ standings heading into the next
round of the season at Estoril in Portugal.

Arriving at the track dubbed the Temple of Speed as the points leaders in the GT4 class, Buggyra
began the weekend in good spirits and worked on developing the best setup for the Mercedes-AMG
GT4 and the correct strategy for the race.

The Monza weekend was also Aliyyah’s first time at the Italian track, which required a period of
acclimatisation during practice and qualifying.

“It was my first time at Monza, which is such an iconic track,” said Koloc. “I like the track, there are
some long straights, not so many corners, a long run to the first corner with top speeds of nearly
250kph.

“After the problems of Saturday, we had an alternator problem on Sunday, so we had to come into

the pits to fix the car and lost many laps. But it was a learning experience for our first time here, so |
think we did okay. It’s a bit of a disappointing weekend but we will use this for the next race.”
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Free practice and Qualifying

The weekend followed the usual 24H Series format, with free practice taking place on Friday morning
before the three-part qualifying session to determine the starting order for the first segment of the
12-hour race. The #416 Mercedes-AMG GT4 finished second fastest in the practice session, just under
a second adrift of the quickest time.

Come qualifying, Koloc, Lacko and VrSecky delivered consistent lap-times — within seven-tenths of
each other —to set the second quickest time, just a quarter of a second slower than the pole-sitters.
Koloc explained: “Qualifying went pretty well, we got second on the grid in GT4, which was a good
result as it’s a long race. Our plan was to be consistent, we were up against tough competition so the
plan was to have a good fight but be consistent.”

Race (Hours 1-6)

In contrast to the rest of the 12-hour format races, the first segment was run over six-and-a-half
hours instead of six, with the #416 Mercedes initially holding position with Lacko at the wheel. At the
end of Lacko’s time in the car, Koloc then took over and completed a double stint, showing good pace
amid tyre conservation as many other cars began to encounter puncture concerns.

Unluckily, the team lost multiple laps and track position as a brake problem forced the car into the
pits as the mechanics sought to find a quick fix. They were successful but the car lost significant
ground to its class rivals, leaving it third in GT3 and with a large deficit to try and claw back on Sunday.
“The race started out pretty well, Adam drove a really good stint, and in my time in the car | was
double stinting so | was trying to manage the tyres, as people were having problems with punctures,”
said Koloc.

“Luckily we didn’t have any issues with the tyres but unfortunately we encountered a brake issue so
we had to pit for a really long time, which meant we lost three laps. Sunday’s race is five and a hours
and the plan is to try and recover some time.

“It got pretty lonely at times as | wasn’t getting any information so my stint felt kind of long but | was
consistent with my times and | think | did quite a good job, everyone was happy so | am glad. With
the tyres, in the practices we got a puncture so we were trying to be careful and not push too hard,
it was hot so thankfully the tyres were not an issue. Sunday’s race will be difficult because the other
Mercedes is fast and hard to catch, but the BMW is only a couple of laps ahead, so we will push and
see if we can catch them.”

Race (Hours 7-12)

With the team facing an uphill battle and some luck to back up their Spa victory, the second segment
of the race proved a challenge. Lacko started the race and swapped with Koloc but the car was forced
back into the garage by the time he brought the #416 into the pits at the end of the opening hour.

Mechanical issues meant that the car lost further ground to the second-placed car, leaving VrSecky
and Koloc chasing a finish rather than an outright result. Having spent several minutes in the garage,
the car resumed action and made it to the end of the race, finishing on the podium, albeit in a
disappointing third place.

“| felt pretty good when | was in the car, | was driving quite consistently,” reflected Koloc. “l wasn’t
the fastest one out there but | was solid and steady which is important especially in a long race, and
Adam and David did a good job too.



“It was a good team effort this weekend and we can take some positives into the next race. Racing
the full 12 hours in one go will be challenging and a new experience for us so it will be interesting
and | am looking forward to it.”
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REPORT

Buggyra po Monze i pres technické trable vladne Sampionatu 24H Series

| kdyZ se posadka tymu Buggyra ZM Racing musela ve dvanactihodinovce v Monze konané v ramci
Sampionatu 24H Series potykat s vaznymi technickymi problémy, dokazalo trio David VrSecky,
Adam Lacko a Aliyyah Koloc dovézt sviij special Mercedes AMG GT4 na tfeti misto v kategorii GT4.
Tento vysledek znamend, Ze v celkovém hodnoceni evropského seridlu je Buggyra v silné
mezinarodni konkurenci vSech tyma GT na délené vedouci pricce a dal vede i svoji tfidu GT4.

»Zakladem Uspéchu ve vytrvalostnich zdvodech je dojet do cile. Po oba dny si technika postavila
hlavu, ale nasi mechanici a inZenyfti dokazali zavady opravit a Mercedes dojel do cile. Diky tomu jsme
ziskali dalsi trofeje a navic zazafili v celkovém poradi,” uved| $éf komunikace Buggyry Jan Kalivoda.

Souboj s tymem ambicidznim korejskym tymem Atlas BX Motorsport v dalSim Mercedesu o
pomysinou korunu krale Monzy v kategorii GT4 zacal uz v patecni kvalifikaci. V ni skoncila Buggyra o
¢tvrt sekundy druha. ,Je to hodné rychla trat. Na rovince tu jedete rychlosti 250 km za hodinu, strasné
si ji uzivam. V kvalifikaci jsme zajeli dobry vysledek, ale zavod bude naroény a dlouhy. Pokusime se
udélat vse, co bude v nasich silach,” fekla prorocky Aliyyah Koloc, kterd v Monze jela poprvé v kariére.
Sobota, kdy byla na programu Gvodni 6,5hodinova ¢ast zavodu, probihala ve znameni vyrovnaného
souboje o vedeni s Korejci. Ten trval prakticky po cely zavodni den, nez musel David VrSecky do box{
a Mercedes AMG GT4 do rukou mechanik(. ,Premiéru na Monze si jezdecky uzivam. Ale trochu nas
potrapily brzdy. Zasekla se desticka a vyména se trochu protahla. Ale hlavni je, Ze jsme stale ve hie a
auto jede,” fekl David Vrsecky, ktery podobné jako Aliyyah absolvoval na slavné italské trati sv(j prvni
zavod.

Nedéle prinesla dalSich pét a pul hodiny dramatického déni. A to nejen na trati, kde se jezdci Buggyry
snazili co nejvice smazat sobotni ztratu, ale také v boxech. Tentokrat byl pachatelem zdrieni
alternator.

»,Plvodné jsem myslel, Ze zdvod jen rozjedu a po dvaceti minutdch pljdu ven z auta. Jenze mi v
boxech fekli: Jedes dal. Ale to patfi k endurance, strategie se casto méni. Jelo se mi dobfe, ale pak mi
zacala svitit kontrolka nabijeni. Zajel jsem do depa, tam jsem auto pfedal Al¢e a ona to znovu zkusila
na trati. Nékdy totiz pomUZe prosté jen vypnout a nastartovat auto. Ale tentokrat to nestacdilo a
museli jsme vymeénit alternator,” popsal Adam Lacko dlvody prace v garazi Buggyry.

V(z se nastésti povedlo opravit a mohl pokracovat ddl. V kone¢ném hodnoceni dvandctihodinovky z

toho bylo dalsi podiové umisténi ve 24H Series — tfeti misto. A co je hlavni, Buggyra ZM Racing si v
Kralovském parku v Monze posilila pozici v celkovém hodnoceni evropského Sampionatu.
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,Dojeli jsme treti. V zavodeé jsme si nékolikrat sekli nejrychlejsi kolo z gé té ctyrek. Byl to dlouhy zavod
v horku. Méli jsme néjaké technické problémy, ale to vSechno jsou zkuSenosti, které ted’ sbirame.
Vykonnost jezdc( a auta byly perfektni, takze celkové mizZeme byt spokojeni,” fekl Vrsecky, ktery je
tak optimisticky naladény na dalsi zavod 24H Series, kterym bude na zacatku cervence
dvanactihodinovka v Estorilu. Té vSak bude na portugalské trati predchazet vyzva v podobé
Sestihodinového kvalifikaniho zavodu.




