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Buggyra ZM Racing fall just short of victory in Estoril 12 Hours

The Buggyra ZM Racing crew of Aliyyah Koloc, Adam Lacko and David VrSecky endured a
rollercoaster 12 Hours of Estoril, ending the weekend classified in second after fighting for victory
in the fourth round of the Creventic 24H Series.

The trip to the north of Estoril featured a unique double-header style format, starting with a six-hour
points-scoring qualifying race held on Friday afternoon, before the longest continuous race of the
season on Saturday, a 12-hour flag-to-flag encounter.

All three drivers showed strong pace throughout the weekend, which totalled a staggering 18 hours
of competitive racing across the two days but fell short of the GT4 class victory. Nevertheless, the
team scored more championship points ahead of the final round of the year, the 24 Hours of
Barcelona.

Free Practice and Qualifying

The weekend began strongly for the #416 crew, who set a combined fastest time of 1m45.942 during
the official timed free practice session, setting a total of 19 laps. That form continued into qualifying,
which followed the standard three-part format, and which set the grid for the six-hour race. The
combined time of Koloc, VrSecky and Lacko was just five-hundredths of a second slower than the
practice time and was just under a full second quicker than the second-place Mercedes-AMG GT3
from Atlas BX Motorsport.

Friday Qualifying Race (6 Hours)
VrsSecky was at the wheel as the lights went out, but the #416 lost out to the faster-starting Mercedes
on the run towards the first corner. The positions remained the same throughout the opening hour,

which was impacted by a lengthy Code 60 period, with VrSecky trailing by just under a second as the
race entered its second hour. Vrsecky then handed over to Koloc at the end of his stint and the #416
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remained firmly in contention before moving into the lead of the class at the end of the fifth hour.
The order stayed that way with VrSecky ahead and engaged in a ferocious battle for top honours with
the other Mercedes. The battle went all the way to the line, with the #416 finishing just one second
ahead at the flag. Unfortunately, the crew was demoted to second after the stewards deemed
Vriecky responsible for a dangerous crossing of the line.

“It was very strange to have a qualifying race that lasted six hours, but it was a good warm-up for the
12 Hours,” Koloc said post-race.

“We fought hard with the other Mercedes, so it was really close, and, in the end, David drove really
well and was one second ahead of the other car, but unfortunately we got a 30-second penalty.

“I didn’t agree with the penalty, | see what they mean but 30-seconds for that was nothing. And we
think there was a false start from another competitor so there was a lot of inconsistency in the
decisions.“But the battle on the final lap was very entertaining, very exciting and very hard to watch.
It’s just a shame what happened after.”

Saturday Race (12 Hours)

Precious little time separated the end of the qualifying race and the 12 Hours on Saturday morning,
which began at 11am local time. From second on the grid, the #416 Mercedes held onto its position
during Lacko’s double stint and subsequently moved into the lead of the GT4 class in the second hour
by just over eight seconds. That lead ballooned to nearly 20 seconds, as Koloc also did a double stint,
before the team encountered mechanical trouble in the eighth hour, with Lacko at the wheel.

That forced the car back into the garage where repairs were made before it returned to the track,
eight laps down on the leading GT4 car.

All three drivers demonstrated a never-give-up attitude and continued to push on in the remaining
four hours, but a further overheating issue in the car meant that VrSecky didn’t reach the finish. Still,
the car was classified as runner-up for the second day in a row.

“It was a pretty long and brutal day, there was a lot of action, and we lost a wheel at one point,”
Koloc said. “And then in the last 12 minutes, the car stopped and apparently there was a fire. So, we
weren’t able to see the chequered flag, so after 12 hours of racing, it’s really disappointing. But it’s a
good experience for us, ahead of the 24 Hours of Barcelona.

“Going into that race, we will be two points behind in the points standings, so it will be a really tough
race, it’s really close with the other competitor, so we will fight until the end.”
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REPORT

Nesmyslny trest, trikolka i ohen. Buggyra i tak veze z Estorilu stribra s
cenou zlata

| kdyz posadce David VrSecky, Adam Lacko a Aliyyah Koloc v kvalifikacni Sestihodinovce i hlavnim
zavodé na 12 hodin jen o vlas uniklo vitézstvi, trio tymu Buggyra ZM Racing s vozem Mercedes-
AMG GT4 predvedlo v zatim nejndrocné;jsi endurance zkousce v ramci seridlu 24H Series skvély
vykon. V celkovém poradi kategorie GT4 je Buggyra o pouhé dva body druha, v hodnoceni vSech
tymu GT si se stejnym deficitem drzi vyborné treti misto.

»Nebyly by to zdvody, kdyby to nebylo dramatické,” zhodnotil Adam Lacko lakonicky déni na
portugalské trati.

,Estoril dokazuje, Ze ve vytrvalostnich zavodech je moziné cokoliv. | kdyZ jste pfesvédceni, Ze jste
stoprocentné pfripraveni, vidycky se muiZe objevit néco, co vas zaskoci. Jednou je to ponékud
nesmyslné rozhodnuti jury, jindy si zase postavi hlavu technika. Ale pro nds je hlavni, Ze jsme v
nejdelSim zavodé, jaky kdy Buggyra na okruhu absolvoval, obstali se cti a mliZeme jet na
Ctyfiadvacetihodinovku do Barcelony se vzty¢enou hlavou,” véfi $éf komunikace Buggyry Jan
Kalivoda.

Dramatické chvilky ptisly uz v patecni Sestihodinové kvalifikaci, kterd byla dostate¢né narocnym
»predkrmem® pred hlavnim vikendovym zdvodem. | kdyZ rivalové z korejského tymu Atlas BX
Motorsports ulili start, dokdzali jezdci Buggyry startujici z pole position manko stahnout a David
VrSecky projel vitézné cilem s ndskokem dvou sekund.

JenZe radost byla pfedcasna. Vrsecky si v oslavném gestu najel tésné k boxové zitce a v té euforii za
sebou prehlédl jeden z vozU tfidy GT. Jury tento manévr oznacilo za ohroZeni rychlejSiho soupere a
vymeéfilo 30sekundovy trest. Odvolani bylo zamitnuto, takZe penalizace poslala Buggyru na druhé
misto.

,Byl to dlouhy zavod. Celych Sest hodin jsme s Korejci bojovali o vedeni a krasné jsme si natésno
dojeli pro prvni misto. Nicméné, cestou na stupné vitéz( ndm Cepici s jednickou sebrali s tim, Ze jsme
dostali pilminutovou penalizaci za mGj manévr v cili. Bohuzel jsem v mrtvém bodé mél jedno auto,
které muselo trosSi¢cku zménit smér. Jinak to ale byl super zavod. Adam a Aliyyah zajizdéli skvélé ¢asy,”
uved| David Vrsecky.
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V sobotu se v Estorilu konal hlavni zavod vypsana na 12 hodin. Také v ném David VrSecky, Adam Lacko
a Aliyyah Koloc dokazovali, Zze se s nimi ve svété endurance musi pocitat. V boji o vedeni, ktery
posadka Buggyry opét svadéli s Atlas BX Motorsports, je nezastavila ani dramaticka zapletka v podobé
upadlého kola.

»Asi pét minut pfed koncem mého dvouhodinového stintu jsem v zatacce ucitil ranu, auto spadlo na
stanu a predni levé kolo odcestovalo uplné pry¢,“ popsal Adam Lacko kriticky moment.

Evropsky truckovy Sampion se nahlym pfechodem na ttikolku nenechal zaskocit a podobné jako Gilles
Villeneuve v roce 1979 ve Velké cené Nizozemska formule 1 hrdinné pokracoval do box{ na tfech
kolech. ,Kluci v boxech si mysleli, Ze mam jen pichlou pneumatiku, a ne Ze pfijedu jako s trakafem
jen na trech kolech,” dodal se smichem Lacko.

Souboj s ¢asem a snaha o navrat na pozici lidra tfidy GT4 pokracovaly az do portugalského soumraku.
JenZe pouhych deset minut pred vyprsenim dvanactihodinového limitu zacal specidl Buggyry horet.
A opét u toho byl Adam Lacko.

,V posledni zatacce zacalo auto divné Skytat a brblat. Myslel jsem, Ze doSel benzin, a zamifil na
tankovani. Ale jak se podivam do zpétného zrcatka, vidim néjaké velké blikani. A pak jsem slySel do
sluchatek: "Pozor, hofis! . Tak jsem okamZité zastavil a co nejrychleji se snazil z vozu vystoupit.
Dneska jsem sedél v auté pres pét hodin, tak to jde ¢lovék problémim naproti,” prohlasil 38lety
jezdec.

Mercedes-AMG sice neprotal cilovou ¢aru, ale ujeta vzdalenost stacila posddce Buggyry k reprize
patecniho vysledku. David, Adam a Aliyyah si zopakovali vystup na druhy stupinek.

,»Byl to dlouhy a brutdlni den. Na trati bylo hodné akce. Jsme rada za takovou zkuSenost a uz ted se
tésim na Ctyriadvacetihodinovku v Barceloné,” pfipomnéla Aliyyah Koloc vrchol sezony 24h Series,
ktery je ve Spanélsku naplanovany na polovinu zafi.
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