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Martin Koloc reflects on halfway point of Dakar: Alliyyah’s performance is
fantastic, but there is still much to learn, Tatra trucks to advance further

The first half of the Dakar Rally in Saudi Arabia has concluded. The organizers crafted extreme
courses that challenged the entire Buggyra ZM Racing team. Martin Koloc, the team principal,
acknowledged the impressive results during the assessment but also noted the technical
challenges inherent in such a competition.

"We've passed the first half of the Dakar, and our learning curve is steep. We've navigated six stages
with a new car in the Ultimate category. The team's performance improves daily, and Aliyyah's
driving is outstanding. Every kilometer propels her further. Naturally, we aimed for better results
with the Tatra, but that's the essence of Dakar," stated the Buggyra chief.

Aliyyah Koloc shone before the day off in the two-day sixth stage, competing with the world's best
drivers. The Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing section drivers faced a grueling test in the same Chrono48 two-
stage event. Daniel Stiblik made his way to the bivouac mid-race. Pascal de Baar and Jaroslav Valtr,
after overcoming mechanical challenges, left the dunes and are now in Riyadh, preparing for the
competition's second half.

"What Aliyyah demonstrated in the Chrono48 stage is just incredible," recalled Martin Koloc. "She
ranked 17th among 32 fully professional factory drivers and almost 30 other professionals. Each has
extensive Dakar experience and significant acclaim. Yet, Aliyyah competes on par with them, which |
believe is quite remarkable."

However, Martin Koloc recognizes that the first outing with a new car is all about learning. The
RedLined Revo T1+'s engine, lacking a turbocharger, is also at a disadvantage.
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"In the second half, where we'll be racing more on pistes, | don't anticipate the same level of
competitiveness. We're the only non-turbo among the top 20 cars, with an atmospheric engine
lacking top speed. On rocky pistes, we'll reach 157 km/h instead of 170 km/h. We see that Toyota
and others are pushing their limits, going 13 km/h faster. But it's fine, as Aliyyah is here to learn, and
what she's showing is a promising start to her career," commented the Buggyra leader.

He also highlighted the young pilot's remarkable physical endurance. "During Chrono48, Aliyyah
executed almost 5 000 gear shifts in two days. Each shift is akin to lifting a 35 kg dumbbell. She
seemed physically stronger than the seasoned stars she met in the bivouac. They're not accustomed
to such prolonged stages. Usually, they finish by noon and have time for recovery. Night riding and
spending the entire day in the car is not typical for them."

As a father, he shared a personal pre-competition concern. "Ten days before the Dakar, Aliyyah
underwent two surgeries on her leg. We were uncertain if she could even finish the race. She had a
cut leg and a blood poisoning infection, but we managed. She's resilient," he said, adding that Aliyyah
Koloc is a natural fit to lead the Buggyra ZM Racing team.

The Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing truck section will continue to battle tough competition despite
problems. "The Tatra Buggyra EVO3 is a new vehicle," Martin Koloc recalled. "We came to Dakar to
test it, and it was confirmed we have a cooling issue in soft sand. Additionally, Pascal de Baar faced
several concurrent problems, which hindered him in that long stage."

"Jaroslav Valtr drove a proven car, aiming for a high final standing. However, he will now be trailing
due to setbacks. Daniel Stiblik and his crew came to Dakar to learn, so we can groom them into
effective fast assistance in the future," added the Buggyra boss.

"We will continue testing the EVO3 in the Dakar Rally's second half. Jaroslav Valtr will aim for stage
placings. We're deciding whether to test components on older cars, which we planned to do after
Dakar in Abu Dhabi. Of course, the EVO3 will be fully operational for tomorrow's start. Starting from
the back and in the dust, we will fight and gather data to optimize our Dakar performance. This
includes long-term equipment development and team-wide progress," Martin Koloc revealed the
strategy for the Buggyra trucks in the second half of the competition.
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REPORT

Martin Koloc po pulce Dakaru: Aliyyah jede fantasticky, ale mame se
porad co ucit, Tatry pojedou dal

Rally Dakar ma za sebou prvni polovinu. Pofadatelé tentokrat v Satdské Arabii pripravili extrémni
traté, které provérily i cely tym Buggyra. Séf stije Martin Koloc mohl pfi hodnoceni vyzdvihnout
skvélé vysledky, ale pfipomnél také technické trable, které takovou soutéz vidycky doprovazeji.

»Jsme v prvni plilce Dakaru a myslim, Ze se u¢ime rychle. Mame za sebou Sest etap s novym autem v
kategorii Ultimate. Tym den po dni funguje lip a Aliyyah jede fantasticky. Je vidét, Ze ji kazdy kilometr
posouva dopredu. U Tater bychom si samoziejmé pfrali, aby to bylo lepsi, ale to uz k Dakaru pat#i,”
prohlasil boss Buggyry.

Aliyyah Koloc zazafila pred dnem volna ve dvoudenni Sesté etapé, kde bojovala s nejlepsimi piloty
svéta. Jezdci sekce Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing si v téZe dvojetapé Chrono48 prosli oistcem. Daniel
Stiblik v jeji poloviné zamifil do bivaku. Pascal de Baar a Jaroslav Valtr po boji s technikou vyjeli z dun
a jsou v Rijadu, kde se pfipravuji na druhou polovinu soutéze.

, 10, co Aliyyah ukazala v etapé Chrono48, to je prosté neuvéritelné,” pfipomnél Martin Koloc. ,,Byla
na 17. misté v konkurenci, kde je 32 pIné profesionalnich tovarnich pilotl a dalSich skoro tficet dalSich
profesionalnich pilotl. Kazdy z nich ma za sebou spoustu Dakar( a jsou to velkd jména. A Aliyyah je

s nimi schopna jet vyrovnané, coz povazuju za néco mimoradného.”

Martin Koloc vsak vi, Ze prvni start s novym vozem znamena hlavné uceni. Nevyhodou je také motor
vozu RedLined Revo T1+, kterému jako jedinému z elity chybi turbodmychadlo.
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»Neocekavam Uplné stejnou konkurenceschopnost v druhé pllce, kde se pojede vic na pistach. Na
nich nam chybi rychlost, protoze jsme v konkurenci prvnich dvaceti aut jediné neturbo. Mame
atmosféricky motor a chybi nam maximalka. V pistach kde je trat trosku zaborena, se misto na 170
km/h dostaneme na 157 km/h. Vidime, Ze Toyota a vsichni jsou na limitu a jsou o 13 az 14 km/h
rychlejsi. Ale to je Uplné jedno, protoZe Aliyyah je tady od toho, aby se ucila. A co predvadi, to je ten
prvni kracek v jeji kariéte,” uvedl prvni muz Buggyry.

Pfipomnél i heroicky fyzicky vykon, ktery mlada pilotka predvedla. ,,Béhem Chrono48 méla za dva
dny skoro 5000 fazeni. A kazdé fazeni je ekvivalent Cinky o vaze 35 kg. Pfislo mi, Ze Aliyyah na tom
byla fyzicky mozna lip nez hvézdy, s nimiz se potkala v bivaku. Oni nejsou zvykli na takhle dlouhé
etapy. V poledne maji hotovo, pak maji ¢as na rehabilitaci. Nejezdi ¢asto noci a nesedi v auté cely
den.”

Jako otec si tésné pred startem soutéZe proZil své, protoze 19leta zdvodnice kratce pred zacatkem
Dakaru prodélala hned dva chirurgické zakroky. ,Deset dni pred Dakarem méla dvé operace nohy.
Meéli jsme starost, jestli to vibec stihneme dolécit. Méla rozfezanou nohu a infekci s otravou krve,
ale zvladli jsme to. Je to tvrda holka,” dodal s tim, Ze se Aliyyah Koloc pfirozené stavi do role lidra
tymu Buggyra ZM Racing.

Truckovd sekce Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing bude i pres utrpéné Sramy pokracovat v boji s tézkou
soutézi. , Tatra Buggyra EVO3 je nové auto,” pripomnél Martin Koloc. ,Jeli jsme na Dakar testovat a
potvrdilo se, Ze mame problém s chlazenim v mékkém pisku. Navic mél Pascal de Baar dalSi soubéziné
problémy, coz jej vyradilo kompletné z té dlouhé etapy.”

,Jarda Valtr jel ovéfenym autem tak, aby se dostal nékam vysoko v kone¢ném hodnoceni. To
viceméné skoncilo, protoze pojede také vzadu. Dan Stiblik a jeho posadka se jeli na Dakar ucit,
abychom je vyhledové dokazali ptipravit jako efektivni rychlou asistenci,” dodal $éf Buggyry.

,V druhé poloviné Rally Dakar budeme dal testovat EVO3. Jarda Valtr bude nablizku a bude zkouset
zajet néjaké etapové umisténi. Ted se rozhodujeme, jestli budeme na starSich vozech testovat
komponenty, které jsme chtéli zalit zkouSet az po Dakaru v Abu Dhabi. Samoziejmé EVO3 bude zitra
rano na startu pripravené v plné své rychlosti. Pojede zezadu a v prachu. Budeme bojovat a sbirat
data, proto abychom Dakar, ktery se ndm nepovedl|, zuzitkovali, jak nejlip to pljde. A to jak z hlediska
dlouhodobého vyvoje techniky, tak i celého tymu,” odhalil Martin Koloc strategii kamionl Buggyry
pro druhou polovinu soutéze.
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