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Team duel in the dunes: Aliyyah Koloc chases de Baar

Stage eight of the Dakar Rally presented the riders with a challenge in the form of very varied
terrain. Aliyyah Koloc, in her RedLined Revo T1+ car, finished in 30th place in the elite Ultimate car
category. Despite early technical issues in the event, the Buggyra ZM Racing racer has already
advanced to 29th in the overall standings. Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing drivers continue to compete
outside the overall standings but are still fighting for stage positions. Pascal de Baar in the Tatra
Buggyra EVO3 was seventh today. Jaroslav Valtr in the Tatra Phoenix finished 22nd, and Daniel
Stiblik in the second Phoenix was classified two places behind him.

Aliyyah Koloc enjoyed today's stage. She wasn't bothered by the long transition in the middle of the
stage. , The first part was in the dunes. | liked the fast sections. We were struggling with top speed,
so quite soon, a lot of cars overtook us. But then we overtook a few of them in the dunes again. The
second part was more on rocks, which | didn't enjoy at all. With 15 kilometres to go, we had a
puncture. | still have to learn how to ride on rocks, but we also helped an overturned buggy,” the
pilot remarked.

At only 19 years old, the racer started behind the trucks today, so she ,enjoyed” a lot of dust.
,Starting behind trucks is definitely not easy. You have to pick up speed, or you'll get stuck behind

them. So sometimes we got stuck in the sand and had to turn around. Then we overtook trucks on
the transfer because they had a longer wait than us to start.”
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One of the trucks she encountered in the dunes was Pascal de Baar's. It turned into quite a teammate
battle: ,,Pascal and | were together for a while. | caught up with him, then he overtook me, and then
I him again. We rode together for the last 15 to 20 kilometres at the neutralization.”

Pascal de Baar was thrilled to be able to ride in his beloved dunes again. ,The first part was 100%
dunes, which | love. The heavy dunes were amazing. They were steep; we were climbing up and
chasing Vic Versteijnen. Aliyyah and | rode about twenty kilometres over the dunes, which was
incredible. After 200 kilometers of neutralization, we faced a fast rocky track. We got a flat there,
and there were some complications with the brakes. We need to figure out what the problem was,”
said the Dutchman.

Jaroslav Valtr's Tatra lay on its side in the sand today, yet its pilot was enthusiastic about today's
stage. , It was an amazing stage; | enjoyed it immensely, except for the rollover. We were crossing a
dune, and the car got stuck with the right front wheel in the deep sand. It stood on its nose and then
tipped over. The Tatra, quite illogically, fell on its left side. It usually tips to the side it's leaning
towards, but this time it went the other way. Otherwise, we were able to move quite fast in the
dunes. We had already fixed the breakdown at night. Renda (Kilidn) must have navigated brilliantly
because we couldn't see any tracks at all, so he was really hitting the distances accurately,” the
experienced driver commented."

Daniel Stiblik and his crew completed two stages practically non-stop, but the end of today's stage
considerably improved his mood. ,It was such a long combined stage. We did an eight- to forty-hour
stage. We came back from yesterday's stage this morning, only did basic service, and then continued
to the remaining four stages. Today, we only had rear-wheel drive because we had just one semi-
axle. We were afraid to turn it on, in case the other one broke if we landed too hard somewhere. But
we managed it. The Tatra had a breaker in the second half, where we flew and overtook a couple of
trucks. That improved my mood,” the Phoenix pilot explained.
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REPORT

Tymovy souboj v dunach. Aliyyah Koloc se nahanéla s de Baarem, Valtr si
lehnul s babickou

Osma etapa Rally Dakar pfinesla jezdctim vyzvu v podobé velmi rozmanitého terénu. Aliyyah Koloc
ji ve specidlu RedLined Revo T1+ dokondila v elitni kategorii automobilti Ultimate na 30. misté. V
celkovém poradi zavodnice Buggyra ZM Racing i pres technické problémy ze zacatku soutéze uz
poskocila na 29. pricku. Piloti kamiona pod hlavickou Tatra Buggyra ZM Racing pokracuji v soutézi
mimo absolutni pofradi, ale stale bojuji o etapova poradi. Pascal de Baar v Tatife Buggyra EVO3 byl
dnes sedmy. Jaroslav Valtr v Tatie Phoenix obsadil 22. misto a Daniel Stiblik v druhém Phoenixu

byl klasifikovan dvé pricky za nim.

Aliyyah Koloc si dnesni etapu pochvalovala. Nevadil ji ani dlouhy pfesun v jeji poloviné. ,Prvni ¢ast
byla v dundch. Ty rychlé pasaze se mi libily. Bojovali jsme s maximalni rychlosti, takZze nas pomérné
brzy hodné aut predjelo. Pak jsme ale zase my predjeli nékolik z nich v dunach. Druhd ¢ast byla spis
po kamenech, coZz mé vlbec nebavilo. 15 kilometrl pfed koncem jsme méli defekt. Na kamenech se
jesté musim naucit jezdit, ale také jsme pomohli prevracené buginé,” fekla pilotka.

Teprve 19leta zdvodnice dnes startovala za kamiony, takze si ,,uzila“ hodné prachu. ,Start za kamiony
urcité neni jednoduchy. Musite nabrat rychlost, jinak se za nimi zaseknete. TakZe jsme v pisku obcas
zapadli a museli se otocit. Pak jsme ptedjizdéli kamiony na transferu, protoze na start ¢ekaly delSi
dobu nez my.”

Jednim z kamion(, se kterym se v dundach potkala, byl i Pascal de Baar. A byl z toho pékny souboj

tymovych kolegt: ,,S Pascalem jsme byli chvili spolu. Dostihla jsem ho, pak mé predjel, pak zase ja
jeho. Poslednich 15 az 20 kilometr( na prejezdu jsme jeli spolu.”
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Pascal de Baar byl rad, Ze si mohl znovu zajezdit ve svych milovanych dunach. ,Prvni ¢ast byla
stoprocentné dunova, to miluju. Tézké duny byly Uzasné. Byly strmé, vyjizdéli jsme nahoru a nahanéli
Vica Versteijnena. S Aliyyah jsme jeli asi dvacet kilometr( pfes duny, coz bylo uzZasné. Po 200 km
dlouhé neutralizaci prisla rychla kamenita trat. Tam jsme pichli a objevily se i komplikace s brzdami.
Musime odhalit, co to bylo za problém,” prohlasil Nizozemec.

Tatra Jaroslava Valtra si dneska , lehla” do pisku na bok, presto byl jeji pilot z dneSniho itinerare
nadseny. ,Byla to UZasné etapa, krdsné jsem si ji uzZil. AZ na ten kotrmelec. Prejizdéli jsme dunu a auto
se zapichlo pravym prednim kolem do hlubokého pisku. Postavilo se na cumak a stalo na ném. Tatra
uplné nelogicky padla na levou stranu. VZdycky jde na stranu, kam je nahnuta. A ted' $la na druhou.
Jinak jsme v dundch dokazali docela rychle. Rozbijecku jsme jeli uz v noci. Renda (Kilian) musel skvéle
navigovat, protoZe jsme vUbec nevidéli Zadny stopy, takze fakt presné trefoval vzdalenosti,” fekl
zkuseny jezdec.

Daniel Stiblik absolvoval se svou posadkou prakticky non stop dvé etapy, ale zavér té dnesni mu
vyrazné zlepSil ndladu. ,Byla to takova dlouhd spojend etapa. Udélali jsme si osmi- az
Ctyricetihodinovku. Ze véerejsi etapy jsme pfrijeli dneska rano, jenom jsme udélali zakladni servis a
jeli zase dal, abychom mohli pokracovat na zbylé Ctyfi etapy. Dneska jsme méli jen pohon zadni
napravy, protoze jsme méli jenom jednu poloosu. Méli jsme strach to zapnout, aby nam nepraskla i
druhd, kdyz bychom nékde doskocili. Ale zvladli jsme to. Tatfe sedéla rozbijecka v druhé poloving,
tam jsme letéli a dojeli i par kamion0. Tim jsem si spravil naladu,” uvedl pilot Phoenixu.
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